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METRONET — RAILCARS 

256. MR S.J. PRICE to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question, on behalf of the member for Southern River I acknowledge the students and 
representatives from Huntingdale Primary School who are in the gallery this afternoon. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to creating jobs, providing long-term opportunities for 
Western Australian workers and boosting the confidence of Western Australian businesses. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr S.J. PRICE: Can the Premier outline to the house — 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Carine. 

Mr S.J. PRICE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I will start again. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to creating jobs, providing long-term opportunities for 
Western Australian workers and boosting the confidence of Western Australian businesses. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I will hear the question in silence. Start again, member for Forrestfield. 

Mr S.J. PRICE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to creating jobs, providing long-term opportunities for 
Western Australian workers and boosting the confidence of Western Australian businesses. Can the Premier 
outline to the house how the $1.6 billion railcar manufacturing project will deliver on this government’s 
job-creating agenda? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Forrestfield for that question. 
We are determined to ensure Western Australians get work out of government projects in our state. If a project 
can be manufactured and built here, we will make every effort to ensure it is done in Western Australia. We did 
that with our Western Australian Jobs Bill, and we are doing it with the manufacture of Western Australian railcars 
for the network. Over the course of the next decade, there will be 246 new railcars required to serve Metronet, but 
also to replace the ageing A-series railcars that are being phased out of service due to longevity and age. This will 
be a $1.6 billion project; one of the biggest orders of railcars in the history of Western Australia, and indeed in the 
history of Australia. It presents an unprecedented opportunity for Western Australian manufacturers. We set a local 
content target of at least 50 per cent for the manufacturing and assembling of these railcars. Once they are built, 
of course, there will be at least 30 years’ maintenance work as they operate on the network for at least an ongoing 
30 years. Delivery of the first 102 railcars is set to begin in 2021, and the remaining 144 railcars, which is the 
replacement of the A-series, is expected to be delivered between 2023 and 2026. It is very, very interesting to 
contrast the amount of local content under the last order by the previous government, which it indicated in an 
answer in this house was two per cent. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: So 98 per cent was built elsewhere—two per cent was done here! We all remember the 
former member for Morley and his ideas on where they should be built—his ideas and his interesting report in that 
regard! 
I would like to quote some support for what we are doing here. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Western Australia CEO, Chris Rodwell, had this to say — 

“Ensuring WA businesses have access to government procurement opportunities is critical to helping 
businesses grow and create jobs, and for WA to retain our skilled workforce,” … 
“This $1.6 billion tender will be a welcome boost to the State’s economy, creating jobs right here in WA, 
particularly in manufacturing. 

Our government is making efforts to ensure that railcar manufacturing occurs here in Western Australia, in contrast 
to the Liberals and Nationals in office who did everything they could to drive it out of our state. 
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